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742 Wells St.

Cincinnati, Ohio 45205

(513) 921-0408

http://www.bacchanalsteelband.com
bfmalone@fuse.net
Welcome to the world of the Bacchanal Steel Band, Cincinnati’s taste of the Caribbean.  Soon, we will be coming to your school for a very special performance and we would like take this opportunity to introduce ourselves, the instruments, and Trinidad, the country of origin of the steel drum.
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The Bacchanal Steel Band is a four piece musical ensemble consisting of the following instruments:  Two sets of steel drums (tenor pan and double second pan), drumset, and electric bass.  Our performance will be approximately 50 in length and will feature a variety of music, from calypso and pop to classical.  Along the way, your students will learn how steel drums were invented, how they are made, and how a musical ensemble works together to create beautiful music.  All of this will conclude with your students joining us as part of the percussion section or “engine room” for an exciting finale!
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 Students will:

1) recognize steel pan and calypso music as inventions of the nation of  Trinidad and Tobago.

2) understand the basics of the construction of the instruments and the tools used.

3) see how musicians use melody, harmony and rhythm to create music.

4) learn what percussion instruments are and how they add flavor  to music.

5) see how different cultures came together in the creating of a new musical instrument.

6) learn the names of the styles of music most  closely associated with steel pans.

7) have fun listening and participating!

Curriculum connections:

Language Arts: Although the spoken and written language of Trinidad is English, as in any diverse culture which differs from American, common terms and slang are quite different;

studying the enclosed vocabulary and using it in creative ways can enhance the use of standard English within the classroom.

Social Studies: The steel bands of Trinidad arose from gang fighting, which can be paralleled with American current events. Plus, there is a wealth of social studies information that can be gleaned from even a cursory overview of Caribbean history.

Science: Steel drums are made from ordinary 55-gallon oil drums and the program will touch on how this ordinary object can be made to produce musical notes.  Subject areas include the relationship between physical size and pitch of notes and how vibrations produce sound.

Music: Steel band and calypso is a relatively new art form, invented in and representative

of the culture of Trinidad and Tobago. It is the most complete marriage of western harmonic and melodic concepts with African rhythmic structure.  The students will experience these rhythms first hand as they use percussion instruments to join the band

Multicultural: Trinidad is a melting pot of cultures, that blends traditions from Africa, Spain, France, India, and native peoples  to create a nation of great variety.  Carnival and the invention of the steel drum are direct results of this cultural variety.

Environmental: Many of our instruments, including the steel drums, brake drum, and shaker instruments, are made from objects that would normally be discarded.  The steel drum movement is a wonderful form of recycling.

Getting ready:

 1) It would be helpful for the teacher to introduce the history included in this study guide, as well as reviewing the vocabulary provided.

 2) Use the world map to show students where the country of Trinidad & Tobago is located. Talk about the ways in which the geographical location, the climate, the size of the country, and economic basis would influence the way people live.

 3) As an exercise, ask your students to imagine that there are no stereos, CD players, VCR's, tape recorders or music recording or playback devices of any kind. Any music they want to hear they must produce themselves. Furthermore, they are far too impoverished to purchase any conventional musical instrument, such as a piano or guitar. Have the students find objects in the room, which can be used to produce sound. They can then attempt to organize the sounds they find into some sort of musical structure, however crude. These sounds can, of course, be used to accompany singing and/or dancing. Ask them to choose one of their innovations and write about how they imagine a group of people experimenting over a period of years could develop that

 sound into a more sophisticated musical instrument.

4) Ask students what types of music they listen to and what they like about them.  What other musical styles do they know?

Afterward:

1) Make a shaker!  Fill a plastic container (small pop bottles, vitamin containers, etc.) with popcorn, rice, or other small objects.  Discuss how the size of the container will influence the sound.

2) Reinforce the concept that we are all more alike than different, and that differences in  culture do not reflect either superiority or inferiority.

3) Throughout the year, when dealing with other cultures, remind students of what they learned during the performance and have them apply this knowledge accordingly.

4) Obviously, there are a number of activities which teachers could use to reinforce the concepts of the performance, including but not limited to crossword puzzles, listening exercises, word searches, or jeopardy games developed around the included study guide.

Trinidad

Trinidad is an island about 50 X 50 miles with a population of roughly 1.2 million. It is the southernmost island in the Caribbean, lying just off the Venezuelan coast, and with its much smaller sister island forms the nation of Trinidad and Tobago. 

[image: image6.png]Cayman
Telands

Cancin &
Cozumel

£ The Bahamas
) Britsh
z Dominican  Yrgin
&y - Republc 1siands
——— T s virgin
- Idand)
Q ~— -
aica Puerto” St Bartsf
Rico St. Kitts & Nevis | =
Dominica )
st. Lucia J
ATUES  Ciragao Barbados +— )
D0 Trinidad &
D A SN
N \ — ]





Trinidad was sighted in 1498 by Columbus, who christened it La Isla de la Trinidad, for the Holy  Trinity. The Spanish who followed in Columbus' wake enslaved many of Trinidad's Amerindian inhabitants, taking them to toil in the new South American colonies.  It took until 1592 for the Spanish to establish their first settlement, San Josef, just east of the present-day capital of Port of Spain.   In 1797, the British took the islands from the Spanish.   Slavery was abolished in the 1830s prompting the British to import thousands of indentured workers, mostly from India, to work in the cane fields and service the colony. The indentured labor system remained in place for over 100 years.

[image: image7.jpg]



The depression of the 1930s led to a series of strikes and riots and the growth of a labor movement on the islands. As a consequence, the British granted universal suffrage in 1946 and took measures to institute self-government. Independence eventually came in 1962.

Steel Drums

During British Colonial rule of Trinidad in the 1800's, hand drums were used as a call for neighborhood gangs to collect and ‘mash up’ with the other gangs. Hoping to curb the violence, the government outlawed hand drums in 1886.

Deprived of the drums, the Trinidadians turned to the 'Bamboo-Tamboo', where each member of the group would carry a length of bamboo and pound it on the ground as the group walked through the streets, producing distinctive rhythmic 'signatures', which identified each gang. When two gangs met on a march, the bamboo would often become the weapon of choice, so the violence continued.

Soon, the government outlawed the Bamboo-Tamboo also. Deprived of all traditional rhythmic instruments, the Trinidadian people took any objects they could find, including garbage can lids, old car parts, and empty oil barrels (from the Navy bases on the island). They used these instruments to form the Iron Bands, which marched down the streets playing the same distinctive rhythms. These impromptu parades were called Iron Band.

One day in the late 1930's, during a particularly rough iron band session, somebody discovered that a dented section of barrel head produced a tone. Winston "Spree" Simon is generally credited with being the first person to put a note on a steel drum. Originally the pans were convex, like a dome rather than a dish. Ellie Manette, a pan-maker still active in the US today, was the first to sink (make concave) a pan and give the steel drum its mature form. Many tuners began experimenting with and producing tuned 'pans', eventually forming large groups of the neighborhood panmen into orchestrated bands.
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The musical competitions, which began to take place each year at Carnival, quickly replaced the street fights. There are two competitions, one for the popular songs of the year, and a separate contest, which showcases both the technical ability of each band and the versatility of the steel drum by presenting highly orchestrated classical pieces.  Fifty years after the first such contest, the rivalries between steel bands still exist, but manifest themselves in an excellent quality of musicianship.

[image: image9.jpg]



 The bands, which include Phase Two Pan Groove, the Amoco Renegades, the Trinidad Cement Limited Skiffle Bunch, and the Silver Stars, each perform a masterfully arranged, ten-minute piece for the yearly Panorama competition. Each band can contain over 100 musicians and 300 pans, and rehearses relentlessly for months before Carnival in the hopes of winning the Panorama and being crowned champion steel band for the year. If you are interested in the music produced by this event, Panorama recordings can be found at many fine music stores.
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CONSTRUCTION

There are 3 phases involved in the creation of this unique instrument. First, a 55-gallon oil drum is selected for the quality of its steel. A 40-pound sledgehammer is then applied to the bottom of the barrel, stretching the metal into a concave bowl or dish shape. This is called "sinking the pan"

and is the noisiest and most physically exhausting part of the process. It is very important to stretch the metal evenly without tearing it or deforming the rim. Sinking a pan can take up to 5 hours of hammering!

After sinking the pan, the steel must then be tempered to increase the resilience and strength of the metal. In Trinidad, panmakers will take their drums down to the beach and build a fire. After burning the pan for a short of period of time, it is then plunged into the ocean, which cools off the red-hot barrel. This process is called "tempering", and it makes the metal much stronger than it was before. The barrelhead is now able to withstand the rigors of the tuning process.

A template is used to mark the placement of each note on the sunken head of the drum. Lines are drawn in pencil to guide the tuner's hammering. Each note outline is then "grooved" using a nail punch and a hammer. Grooving the notes make the notes more visible and also isolates each note's vibration somewhat from the other notes in the drum. It is very important not to weaken or break the metal with the nail punch during the grooving process.
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At this point, the barrel’s side, or "skirt", is cut to the proper length, and holes are drilled near  the rim to hang the drum from a stand with wire or rope. The panmaker then takes his hammers of various sizes and "pongs" the notes up from beneath, making them stand out like bubbles from the interior of the pan. This gives the note the approximate tension it needs to vibrate at the correct pitch.

Now, the panmaker uses a tuning device, like a keyboard or a stroboscope, and carefully hammers at each note from the top, stretching it and smoothing the note area so that it will vibrate precisely. Each individual note on the drum must be tuned in relation to the other notes, or the pan will not "sing" correctly.  Finally, the finished pans are either painted in bright colors or chromed to make them shine like silver.                            
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VOCABULARY

Bamboo-Tamboo - Precursor to the steel band. A musical ensemble of Trinidad & Tobago which uses various-sized pieces of bamboo as its primary instruments.

Brake Drum - Originally a car part, used in steelband percussion section.

Calypso – A style of music originating in Trinidad marked by a lively duple meter, and having lyrics that are often improvised and usually satirize local personalities and events.

Carnival - A pre-Lenten celebration common to many (Catholic-influenced) cultures

around the world. The 3 days preceding Ash Wednesday are Dimanche Gras, Lundi

Gras, and Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday).

Engine Room – Another term for the percussion section in the steelband.

Jouvert – The first night of Carnival when revelers take to the streets at midnight and the steelbands travel through the streets on rolling platforms.

Mallet - A stick used to strike a drum in order to produce sound.

Pan - Also known as steel drums. A family of musical instruments hand-crafted from 55

gallon oil drums to produce a full-range of precisely-tuned musical notes.

Panorama - Annual steelband competition in Trinidad & Tobago culminating the Saturday

before Carnival. The championship band is chosen from the 60 to 80 bands who enter

the preliminaries, each band consisting of 75 to 120 musicians.

Ping Pong - Early name for the highest-pitched pan in the steelband. It is now called the

tenor pan, 1st pan, or, in the U.S., the lead pan. The name ping pong was derived from

the fact that the first pan of this type only produced two notes which sounded like "ping"

and "pong".

Soca – A modern form of dance music in Trinidad that combines soul (disco) and calypso.

Steel Band - A musical ensemble comprised primarily of pans.

RESOURCES

Books:

Calypso and Society in Pre-Independence Trinidad, by Gordon Rohlehr, 47 Glen Side Gardens, Tunapuna, Trinidad, 1990.

Forty Years in the Steel Bands, by George Goddard, Kariah Press, 41 Rheola Close, London, N17 9TR, 1991. Available through "Panyard,Inc.", Akron, Ohio.

A History of  Pan and the Evolution of the Steel Band in Trinidad and Tobago, by Jeffrey

Ross Thomas, 1990.

Ring of Steel, by Cy Grant. London: MacMillian Education Ltd., 1999. Available through "Panyard,Inc.", Akron, Ohio.

Children’s Books

The Calypso Alphabet, by John Agard. New York: Rinehart and Winston, 1989.

Caribbean Carnival: Songs of the West Indies, by Irving Burgie. New York: Tambourine, 1992

A Wave in Her Pocket; Stories from Trinidad. New York: Clarian Press, 1991.

A valuable resource in the United States is Panyard Inc.  Located in Akron, Ohio, Panyard sells many fine books, recordings, videos, and well as all types or steel drum instruments and equipment.  

Panyard, Inc.

1216 California Ave.

Akron Ohio 44314-1842

800-377-0202

www.panyard.com
The visitors bureau of Trinidad and Tobago has an excellent web site with information about the various festivals and steelbands.

www.visittnt.com
